Applying to register as a pharmacist with a UK-recognised qualification
Guidance on completing your application
September 2026
To be able to practise as a pharmacist in Great Britain, you must satisfy us that you meet the criteria for registration as a pharmacist. This is to make sure that patients have confidence that the people on our register are fully qualified and meet all our standards.
We will use the information you give us in your application to assess if you meet the criteria for registration. Please read this guidance carefully to help you make sure that you provide all the information we need, in the correct format.
To register as a pharmacist, you will need to complete: 
· a UK accredited MPharm degree or OSPAP qualification
· Confirmation from your Statutory Education Body (SEB) that you have successfully completed 52 weeks of foundation training in England, Scotland or Wales. 
· the GPhC common registration assessment (CRA) with a pass result
Please refer to the criteria to register as a pharmacist for further information.
We recommend you print out this document, as you will need to complete the forms at the end of the guidance, and submit them as part of your application.
In this guidance
1. The application process
2. The outcome of your application
3. Your identity and registered name
4. The supporting documents you must provide
5. Additional supporting documents you may need to provide
6. Certifying your documents
7. Making a statutory declaration
8. What will delay my registration?
9. Application cover sheet and forms


1. The application process
To apply to register you can:
1. Start your application through your myGPhC account 6 weeks before the date you are due to complete training, and have either passed or applied to sit the common registration assessment. 
2. Identify the supporting documents you will need to post to us and get copies legally certified (see sections 4 to 6).
3. Complete and submit your online application on myGPhC. Upload scanned versions of the supporting documents you will post to us. You will be able to save and come back to your application as you go.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk86148695]Pay the application fee of £128. This fee covers the processing of your application and is non-refundable, even if your application is not successful.
5. Post hard copies of your supporting documents to the GPhC, at the address on the application cover sheet below. Make sure you do not post your documents to us before you have completed the online application, as you will need to scan and upload copies of them. Send us your supporting documents by using a trackable postal service such as Royal Mail ‘Signed For’. Use your tracking number to find out when your documents have been delivered. Keep your tracking number and delivery confirmation until you know the outcome of your application, in case there are any problems with your documents.
You can join the register on the first or fifteenth of the month. We will only process applications when we have received your online application and posted supporting documents within the deadline. Please allow up to 28 days for processing. In some circumstances it may take longer to assess your application- see section 8 for more information on what might cause a delay.
Once your complete application has been received and assessed we will let you know if it has been approved or rejected, or if we need you to provide more information. 
[bookmark: _Hlk515361376]If you submit your application before we receive confirmation from your SEB that you have successfully completed foundation training, or before your Common Registration Assessment result is confirmed, your application will automatically be updated with the result as soon as they become available.
You will receive a myGPhC notification asking you to pay your first-year registration fee of £310, if:
· your application is successful
· you pass the common registration assessment, and 
· Your SEB has confirmed to us that you have successfully completed the foundation training year. 
Your SEB will be able to tell you when your Final declaration needs to be completed by and when confirmation has been sent to the GPhC. 
Once you have made this payment, you will join the register on the next available registration date. Your registration will start on either the first or the fifteenth day of the month.
[bookmark: _Hlk515461158]Do not practise as a pharmacist until you have received your GPhC registration number, and your name appears on part 1 of the GPhC register. Your first-year fee payment receipt is not proof of your full registration. Practising as a pharmacist while not on the register is breaking the law and you can be prosecuted.
[bookmark: _Hlk515460913]If you submit your application and then fail the common registration assessment or do not successfully complete the foundation training year, your application will be terminated. The information you have provided will be kept for six months and you will be able to re-submit your application if you re-sit and pass the common registration assessment again during that time. 
If you reapply to join the register as a pharmacist after six months, you will need to start a new application and pay the application fee again.When can my registration start?
We add entries to the register on the first and fifteenth of the month. The earliest date you can join the register if you sit the summer 2026 common registration assessment is 1 August 2026, provided you have met the criteria for registration. 
We must receive your complete and correct online application, as well as any hard copy supporting documents, by 3 July 2026 for us to process your application to join the register on 1 August 2026. 
If you want to register after 1 August 2026 submit your application at least 28 days before the date you want to be registered. 
Applications take up to 28 days to process from the date we receive both your online application and supporting documents by post. 
While we will do our best to process applications promptly, we can’t guarantee that you will be able to join the register on a given date. We would advise you to speak to your employers now to discuss your working arrangements.

2. Your identity and registered name
Under the law, we must confirm the identity of the pharmacy professionals on our register, and that they meet the criteria to be registered.
To meet this requirement, we ask you to provide certified copies of your identity documents as part of your application to join the register. We may need to ask for additional documents, depending on your circumstances. The following sections set out:
· what you will need to provide
· which documents need to be certified
· how to get them certified correctly
[bookmark: _Hlk515454423]Important: We will never ask you for the original versions of your identity, birth certificate and qualification documents and you should not send them to us. We are unable to return any documents submitted to us.


The name you want to use to register
If you have changed your name from the one showing on your birth certificate, you must submit an official document which confirms the change. For example, this could be either a General Register Office official duplicate of a marriage or civil partnership certificate, or a certified copy of a deed poll. 
If you want to register using a version of your name which is different from the one shown on your birth certificate (for example you no longer use your middle name, or your name now appears in a different order) you must legally declare this by completing and submitting declarations B and C of the statutory declaration form. See section 7 for more information. 
3. The supporting documents you must provide
a) A certified copy of your proof of identity document(s)
If you have a current valid passport or EEA identity card, submit a correctly certified copy of the card or the page of your current valid passport showing your photo and the expiry date.
If you do not have a current valid passport or EEA identity card, submit a correctly certified copy of your valid full or provisional photocard driving licence, together with a correctly certified copy of either:
· [bookmark: _Hlk515363448]UK national insurance card or letter
· registration letter from your doctor's surgery (GP registration)
See section 6 for information on how to certify your identity documents.
b) [bookmark: _Hlk145334948]Your birth certificate 
[bookmark: _Hlk111121597]If you were born in England, Wales, or Scotland you must submit an official duplicate copy of your birth certificate, which you can request from the General Register Office, or the National Records of Scotland. You must submit the exact copy issued to you. It must not be certified by anyone, and it must not be a photocopy.  If the registration date on your birth certificate is not within one year of your date of birth, see section 5, to see what you need to provide instead.
If you were NOT born in England, Wales, or Scotland you must submit a certified copy of your birth certificate, certified by a solicitor or Commissioner for Oaths registered to practice in England, Wales or Scotland. It must state your full legal name, date and place of birth and indicate that your birth was registered within 12 months of the date of you were born. This is because birth certificates issued more than 12 months after a date of birth can’t be relied on as an accurate record of the event on their own. See section 6 to find out how your documents should be certified.
If you are using a name other than the one on your birth certificate, if your birth certificate is not written in English, or if the registration date on your birth certificate is not within one year of your date of birth, see section 5 to find out what additional documents you need to provide. 
c) A copy of your MPharm or OSPAP certificate
If you have completed an integrated MPharm and your degree certificate has not yet been issued, you should submit a copy of the pass letter your university has issued to you.
d) A countersigned passport sized photo 
Complete the photograph certification form at the end of this guidance and attach your photo. 
Your photo must be countersigned and dated by one of the people who are listed as acceptable counter signatories by the Home Office Passport Service. This should be someone who:
· has known you for the last two years
· is resident in the UK (they do not need to be a British citizen).
· The countersigner must not be a relative nor in a personal relationship with you. 
How should my photo be certified?
The person certifying your photo should write on the back of it:
i. ‘I certify that this is a true likeness of [Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms or other title, followed by your full name]’
ii. Their signature
iii. The date
They must also fill in the photograph certification form at the end of this guidance.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk24367308]Additional supporting documents you may need to provide
a) [bookmark: _Hlk195607584]If your birth certificate (if born in England, Wales or Scotland or outside of Great Britain) was not issued within 12 months of your date of birth, you need to complete statutory declaration A (see section 7) and do not provide your birth certificate.
b) If your birth certificate is not written in English, you must provide a certified copy of your original birth certificate (in the original language), along with a professional translation (see section 6). However, if your birth certificate has not been issued within 12 months of your date of birth, you do not need to provide it, or a translation. Instead, you will need to complete statutory declaration A (see section 7).
c) If you are using a name other than the one on your birth certificate, you must submit an official document which confirms the change. For example, this could be either a General Register Office offical duplicate of a marriage or civil partnership certificate, or a certified copy of a deed poll.
d) If you want to register using a version of your name which is different from the one shown on your birth, marriage or civil partnership certificate, or deed poll (for example if you have removed a middle name), you must complete and submit declaration B (see section 7).
e) If your name on your degree certificate or proof of identity documents is not identical (word for word, letter for letter) to the one on your birth certificate, you must complete statutory declaration C to declare that all the documents you have provided relate to you (see section 7). 
f) If you are registered with any other healthcare regulator in the UK, or overseas, then you must provide a ‘Certification of current professional status’, which is sometimes known as a ‘letter of good standing’. You will need to contact the organisation and request this to be sent directly to us - you do not need to upload a scanned version of this document as part of your online application. Letters of good standing are valid for six months from the date they are issued. If it is not in English, we will send it to you for you to arrange for it to be translated. If you are an OSPAP or EEA applicant, submitting a letter of good standing is a mandatory part of your application.
g) If you have completed the fitness to practise declarations section of the application and have something to declare, legally you must submit a declaration using the online form. If you have a health issue which may affect your fitness to practise, use the online form to make a declaration about your health. You may need to provide other documents from your doctor or other health professionals. Please include your declaration submission number on the application cover sheet.
5. Certifying your documents
a) What documents must be certified? 
You must certify a copy of your:
· documents that you use as proof of your identity 
· birth certificate, if you were born outside of the UK
b) Who can certify my documents?
The copy of your documents must be certified by:
· using the Post Office’s in-branch Document Certification Service (for proof of identity documents only- birth certificates, marriage certificates and deed polls cannot be certified at a Post Office)
· a solicitor (registered and in good standing with the Law Society of England, Wales and Scotland)
· a Commissioner for Oaths (in good standing with their regulatory authority and based in England, Wales or Scotland)
A Commissioner for Oaths is a person who is authorised to verify legal documents, and can be a:
· notary public
· solicitor
· barrister
· legal executive
· licensed conveyancer
Important: If you use a legal professional to certify your documents, we will check their registration with their regulatory authority. Make sure you are satisfied that they meet the criteria above. Ask for their registration number (for example, a Solicitors Regulation Authority number for a solicitor), or their contact details if they do not have a registration number. You will need to include these details as part of your application. There could be a delay if we have difficulty checking the legal professional’s registration.
We will not accept documents certified by anybody other than members of the UK registered legal professions, as listed above.
c) How should my supporting documents be verified?
If you use the Post Office’s in-branch Document Certification Service, your proof of identification documents will be certified using a standard format.
If you choose to have your documents certified by a solicitor or Commissioner for Oaths, once you have shown them the original document, they should write on the copy of your supporting document:
i. ‘I certify that I have seen the original document and that this is a true copy’
ii. Their signature
iii. Their name in block capitals
iv. Their professional registration number
v. The date
Providing translations of documents not written in English
Any document that is not written in English must be accompanied by a translation. The translation must be carried out by a professional translator (you can contact your embassy for a list of translators).
The translation must be a literal translation, not an interpretation or summary of the original document. It must include the text from all certifications and ink stamps on the original document.
As well as providing the translation text, the translator must:
· sign and date the translation
· provide their name and business address
· certify that they are authorised to translate from the language into English
· certify that the translation produced is true and accurate
This information can be on the same page as the translation text, or on a separate sheet attached to the translation.
6. Making a statutory declaration
We need to be able to verify your identity. We do this by assessing your birth certificate and matching you name across the other supporting documents you provide. If your name is not identical (word for word, letter for letter) across all the documents you provide you will need to complete a statutory declaration form.
Check the scenarios below to see if you need to complete and submit a statutory declaration. You may need to complete more than one declaration.
If you need to complete a statutory declaration, you must do this with a solicitor present. The solicitor must then fill in the final section of the form.
Important: If you don’t need to make a statutory declaration, you do not need to fill in the overall declaration yourself or ask a solicitor to complete the declaration at the end of the form.
Complete declaration A if: 
· you do not have a birth certificate
· your birth certificate is not written in English
· the registration date on your birth certificate is not within one year of your date of birth
Complete declaration B if:
· you have changed your name from the one on your birth certificate (by marriage, or deed poll for example) and you do not have an official document which confirms your change of name 
· you want to register in a name other than that on your birth or marriage certificate (for example if you have added or dropped any names or letters, or if your names appear in a different order on your birth certificate)
Complete declaration C if:
· the name on your degree certificate is not identical to the one on your birth certificate (word for word, letter for letter) 
· the name on your proof of identity document(s) is not identical to the one on your birth certificate (word for word, letter for letter)
7. What will delay my registration?
Your registration will be delayed if: 
· you do not submit your online application and post all your supporting documentation at least 28 days before the date you want to join the register
· you do not submit all the required documents
· your documents have not been certified by an appropriate person, as specified in these guidelines 
· your supporting documents arrive separately or are incomplete
· your countersigning pharmacist does not accept your request or does not countersign your application
· you have a fitness to practise issue which needs to be assessed
· you do not make payment promptly after your application is approved
· your name is not on an SEB pass list
Important: We recommend that you allow sufficient time to collect and certify the supporting documents you need for your application. You will also need to inform the pharmacist countersigning your application when they should expect to receive it.
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Application cover sheet
	Name*:
	[bookmark: Text6]     


*write your name in full as you want it to appear on your registration

	Foundation training number:
	[bookmark: Text7]     


As part of my online application to join the register as a pharmacist, I have submitted scanned versions of the documents listed below. I am now enclosing hard copies of these documents.
I enclose (tick all those that apply and at least one from each section, apart from section f):
a) Proof of identity
Either
|_| 	a certified copy of the page of my current valid passport or EEA identity card, showing my photo and the expiry date 
or
|_|	a certified copy of my provisional or full driving licence, together with a certified copy of either:
|_| 	my UK National Insurance card
|_| 	my GP registration letter
b) Birth certificate
Either 
|_| 	a General Register Office or National Records of Scotland issued birth certificate (as I was born in England, Scotland, or Wales)
or
|_| 	a correctly certified copy of my birth certificate (as I was born outside of England, Scotland or Wales)
As my birth certificate is not in English, I have enclosed:
|_| 	 a correctly certified copy of my birth certificate along with a professional translation 
As my birth certificate was not issued within 12 months of my birth, I have enclosed:
|_| 	a completed statutory declaration A

c) Evidence of name change
As I am using a name other than the one on my birth certificate, I have enclosed:
|_| 	an official document confirming the change, such as a General Register Office official duplicate marriage or civil partnership certificate 
or
|_|       a completed statutory declaration B
d) [bookmark: _Hlk145334627]Qualification certificate
Either
|_| 	a copy of my MPharm certificate
or
|_| 	a copy of my OSPAP certificate (please see section 5 of the application guidance and check you have requested a letter of good standing) 
e) Certified photo
|_| 	A correctly certified passport size photo, stapled to a completed photo certification form
f) Other supporting documents you may need to provide
|_| 	a Statutory declaration form if any of the declarations A, B and/or C apply.
	     


As I have a fitness to practice issue to declare, I have filled in the online form and my declaration number is 

Where to send your supporting documents
Send this form and your supporting documents to:
Pharmacist Registration
General Pharmaceutical Council 
Level 14
One Cabot Square
London 
E14 4QW

[bookmark: _Hlk135213391]Important: Post your supporting documents to us using a trackable service such as Royal Mail ‘Signed For’. Use your tracking number to find out when your documents have been delivered. Keep your tracking number and delivery confirmation until you know the outcome of your application.

[image: ]





Photograph certification form
To be completed by the person countersigning your photo
Staple your correctly certified photograph here.
Have you included the correct text on the back?

For guidance on who can countersign your photo, see section 4 of the application guidance. 
To the certifier: 
By countersigning this application, you agree that the GPhC may contact you to verify the information that you have provided and that you are listed on the Home Office Passport Service website as an acceptable countersigner. Please fill in your details below.








	Name:
	[bookmark: Text2]     



	Occupation:
	[bookmark: Text3]     
	Phone:
	[bookmark: Text4]     


* Please enter the occupation name as it appears in the Home Office list of acceptable occupations 

	Address:
	[bookmark: Text5]     



	Email: 
	[bookmark: Text1]     



I declare that I have certified and signed the photograph attached and that I have known
______________________________________________________ (write the applicant’s full name) 
for ____________________ years and the information I have provided is correct.
	Signed:
	



	Date:
	


	
[image: ]




Statutory declaration form
Complete any declarations in this form that apply to you. You may need to complete more than one declaration. If you need to complete a declaration, make sure you also complete the ‘Overall applicant declaration’ section. You must complete the form in the presence of a solicitor, who must then fill in the ‘Solicitor declaration’ section.
If you do not need to make a declaration on this form, you do not need to complete the overall or solicitor declarations.
Complete declaration A if: 
· you do not have a birth certificate
· your birth certificate is not written in English
· the registration date on your birth certificate is not within one year of your date of birth
Complete declaration B if:
· you have changed your name from the one on your birth certificate (by marriage, or deed poll for example) and you do not have an official document which confirms the change
· you want to register in a name other than that on your birth or marriage certificate (for example if you have added or dropped any names or letters, or if your names appear in a different order on your birth certificate)
Complete declaration C if:
· [bookmark: _Hlk24367464]the name on your degree certificate is not identical to the one on your birth certificate (word for word, letter for letter) 
· the name on your proof of identity document(s) is not identical to the one on your birth certificate (word for word, letter for letter)
Declaration A
I, ______________________________________________________ 
(write your name in full as you want it to appear on your registration)
of ________________________________________________________________________________ (write your home address)
do solemnly and sincerely declare to the best of my knowledge and belief, that at my birth I was given the name ______________________________________________________ 
on ____/_______/_______ 	in _______________________________________
(insert your date of birth, DD/MM/YYYY)  	(insert the town) 
and that I am unable to obtain a certified copy of my birth certificate, or that my birth certificate is not written in English, or that the registration date on my birth certificate is not within one year of my birth.

Declaration B
I, ______________________________________________________ 
(write your name in full as it appears on your birth certificate or if you do not have one, as you have written it in declaration A)
of ________________________________________________________________________________ (write your home address)
do solemnly and sincerely declare that since ____/_______/_______ I have used, and in future will be 
known by, the name of ______________________________________________________
(Insert the full name you are now using – this must be identical to that on your application for registration)
Declaration C
I, ______________________________________________________ 
(write your name in full as it is written on your birth certificate, or if you do not have one, as you have written it in declaration A)
of ________________________________________________________________________________ (write your home address)
declare that all documents submitted with my application for registration including the copy of the qualification certificate relate to me. All versions of my name relate to one and the same person. 

Overall applicant declaration
I, ______________________________________________________ 
(write your name in full as you want it to appear on your registration)
make the declaration(s) above conscientiously believing the same to be true and by virtue of the provisions of the Statutory Declarations Act, 1835.
	Signed:
	



	Date:
	



Solicitor declaration
Declared at ___________________________________________________________________________
	(insert the address of your premises) 
On this ____________________________________ day of _____________________________________
before me ____________________________________________________________________________
(Insert solicitor’s stamp here)

	Signed:
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